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Beekeeper Creates Buzz
With Petition

East Hampton business owner
looking to protect honeybees

By Desirée Keegan
desiree@indyeastend.com

East Hampton beekeeper Deb Klugh-
ers said she’d had enough after finding
out a swarm of honeybees had been
poisoned in Amagansett. Wanting to do
something about it, she called local pol-
iticians and received no response. So,
she took matters into her own hands.

The Eastern Apiculture Society
certified master beekeeper started a
petition to enact a New York law pro-
tecting honeybee swarms and colonies
from extermination.

“It was totally unnecessary, and
it reminded me that something needs

to be done. This can’t keep going on,”
Klughers said of the poisoning, add-
ing that when she arrived on the scene
two days after being told of the swarm,
she found the bees still dying, covered
in a black, sticky substance. “Honey
bees are on the decline across America
— across the world — and there’s no
reason to be Kkilling swarms,” she said.
“A swarm of honeybees is at its most
gentle and vulnerable life phase. It’s
when they leave their home. It’s like the
birth of a whole new colony. They’re
just looking for a new home.”

Honeybees are not protected un-
der the Endangered Species Act, and
there are no federal laws to prohibit
people from Kkilling them, but neighbor-
ing New Jersey has a law in place that
protects honey bee swarms and honey
bee colonies that are in structures or
places where they are unwanted.

The New Jersey law requires ex-
terminators to make a good-faith effort
to move a nuisance hive or a hanging
swarm. The state apiarist’s permission
is required before a hive can be exter-
minated, and in the event that the apia-
rist is not available, exterminators are
required to try to contact at least three
local beekeepers for help in moving the
colony.

Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele Jr.
said help may be on the way. He is sup-
porting a bill sponsored by Assembly-
man Steve Englebright of Setauket that
would prohibit the sale of some pesti-
cides known to harm birds and bees,
and require the state Department of
Environmental Conservation to devel-
op a strategy to create more pollinator-
friendly lands.

“Pollinators such as honeybees
are a major portion of the food chain
and a big part of the environment.

They’re under great stress, and not just
with what we’ve seen here locally but
across the globe,” Thiele said. “We’ve
seen extremely adverse impacts from
the uses of pesticides, whether it be to
our drinking water, to public health in
general, and also with regard to pol-
linators. The issue that Deborah has
brought up with regard to the impact of
pesticides on honey bees is real, and it
needs to be addressed.”

Peak season to see or find honey-
bee swarms is May through June. They
can contain tens of thousands of bees,
but are harmless, according to Klugh-
ers, who has colonies in Montauk, a
farm in Eastport, and manages bees in
Stony Brook and Riverhead. She has a
photo holding a swarm in her hands
with a tank top on and zero protection
to make her point, but said she does
understand how those not knowing
this may be frightened.

“I understand it is alarming,” she
said. “It’s a giant swarm of thousands
and thousands of bees. It’s a sight to
see. It’s loud. It’s scary. But people
reach for a poison to kill them.” Pump-
ing poison into the wall of a house will
not only Kkill the bees but also can Kill
mice and rats and create other issues,
including odors and mold, she said.

Klughers’” Change.org petition
already has more than 2650 signers.
Some are fellow beekeepers, and oth-
ers, like East Hampton’s Roey Ficaro,
just see the need to protect bees.

“I am a dedicated lover of honey-
bees and believe they need to be pro-
tected so they can thrive and we can
continue to enjoy the healing therapeu-
tic benefits of honey as well as continue
pollination, which is crucial to our ex-
istence,” she said.

“Bees die, we die,” added Bridge-
hampton resident Anne Rosch. “It’s re-
ally that simple.”

Honeybees play a vital role in the
ecosystem, according to Aman Nak-
agawa, the director of planning and re-
search at New York City’s Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene. While
pollination is of the utmost importance,
products of the beehive — honey, pol-
len, propolis, beeswax, and bee venom
— are medicinal. “They support the
growth of trees, flowers, and plants,
which serve as food and shelter,” Na-
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