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Gutsch To Deliver Water
Views Keynote Address

Ridding the ocean of plastic, one piece at

a time

By Stephen J. Kotz
sjkotz@indyeastend.com

Designer and creative entrepreneur Cy-
rill Gutsch will be the keynote speaker at
The Independent’s Water Views Festival
on June 2 at Guild Hall in East Hampton.

Gutsch is the founder of Parley for
the Oceans, defined as a “space where
creators, thinkers, and leaders come to-
gether to raise awareness for the beauty
and fragility of our oceans and collabo-
rate on projects that can end their de-
struction.”

Parley was born when Gutsch met
Captain Paul Watson, a co-founder of
Greenpeace who convinced Gutsch to
take on a new project: responding to the
threats facing our oceans.

Public enemy number one in
Gutsch’s mind is the estimated eight

million metric tons of plastic that are
dumped into the oceans every year. The
Parley Ocean Plastic Program works to
clean up, prevent, and draw attention to
the problem and its devastating conse-
quences for seabirds, marine life, and the
human food chain.

Gutsch has developed a strategy
that he calls the Parley AIR, built on three
pillars of action: Avoid, Intercept, Rede-
sign, in which the focus is placed on the
reduction of overall plastic use; the re-
claiming and recycling of marine plastic
debris; the interception of plastic waste
before it ends up in the ocean; and the
ultimate vision of applying green chemis-
try to reinvent and replace current plastic
with eco-innovative alternatives that do

not harm the environment.

To that end, in 2015, the adidas
Group became a founding member of
Parley and the first to commit to its
strategy. Together with adidas, Parley
deployed and extended its programs
focused on education and communica-
tion, research and development, direct
impact, and eco-innovation, and devel-
oped Ocean Plastic, a catalyst material
made from intercepted marine plastic
waste to replace virgin plastic while rais-
ing awareness and funds for longer-term
solutions.

Corona (AB-InBev) and American
Express are among the names that have
since adopted Parley AIR and have com-
mitted to creating change across their
industries.

Gutsch was named 2017 Environ-
mentalist of the Year by the Surf Industry
Manufacturers Association for his work
for the oceans. In 2018, Parley was named
Environmental Organization of the Year
at EARTHX, and Gutsch was honored
with a Special Recognition Award for In-
novation by the British Fashion Council
at its annual awards gala.

He will be joined at Water Views by
Edwina von Gal, founder of the Perfect
Earth Project; Michael Ogden, the found-
er of Natural Systems International; Beth
Rattner, the executive director of the
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Biomimicry Institute; and Dr. Aly Cohen,
founder of the Smart Human.

There will also be a State of Our
Waters Panel featuring Dorian Dale, the
director of sustainability and chief re-
covery officer for Suffolk County; Dr.
Christopher Gobler, the director of the
New York State Center for Clean Water
Technology, and Stuart Lowrie, director
of sustainable water for the New York di-
vision of the Nature Conservancy.

The talks and presentations will be-
gin at 10 AM with a family-friendly eco
expo taking place from noon to 3 PM.

The event is open to the public and
is free. Reservations are preferred, and
can be made at waterviews@indyeast-
end.com.

It’s All About
The Honeybees

‘We’re losing them,’

entomologist tells Cutchogue crowd

By Gianna Volpe
gianna@indyeastend.com

It’s spring on the East End, and while
the gorgeous weather had folks running
to the beaches, a handful of individuals
chose to get a bit more education with
their sunshine at the Downs Farm Pre-
serve in Cutchogue on Saturday after-
noon, May 18, when master apiarist and
Cornell-trained entomologist Christo-
pher Kelly of the East End School of
Beekeeping gave a lecture about one of
the season’s biggest stars: honeybees.

“Honeybees are the major pollina-
tor throughout the U.S. and the world,”
Kelly told the small crowd who trav-
eled from as far away as Central Islip
to learn more about maintaining hon-
eybee hives from a master with nearly
half a century of beekeeping experience
under his belt. “They’re the principal
pollinators of 30 to 40 percent of the
fruits and veggies you like to eat and
we’re losing them.”
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Christopher Kelly of the East End School of Beekeeping with some of his little, buzzing friends. Independent/

Gianna Volpe

Kelly blamed the dwindling hon-
eybee populations that has plagued the
world in recent years to three things:
the increased use of chemicals and the

environment’s exposure to them, polli-
nator foraging areas becoming increas-
ingly fractured due to land develop-
Continued On Page 66.
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